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Greetings, Fellow Clerks,
Last year this time, I was seeking guidance as to what to say during the 2017 Annual Summer Conference Banquet. Now as
I write my final monthly article entitled, “President’s Message,” I still seek guidance as to what to say.
A very well-known and well-loved gentleman once stated, “As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the highest appreciation is not to utter words, but to live by them.” John F. Kennedy was his name. My desire is not only to express
to you how thankful I am to have served as your President, but to show my thankfulness. I always believed that the North
Carolina Association of Municipal Clerks was the best organization ever established; however, now I know this without a
shadow of a doubt. You are a very special group. I never could have imagined ever working side by side with such an awesome group. Truly, it has been an honor to serve as your President. The experience has been most humbling and most rewarding.
I have learned so much from you during this past year. I am looking forward to learning more as I work wholeheartedly
with Incoming President Leighanna Worley. I have been very blessed by the multitude of knowledge, gifts, and talents that
have surrounded me.
This has been a great year for our Association. We installed our IIMC President Stephanie Kelly, who hailed from the
North Carolina Association of Municipal Clerks. Our membership is greater than ever before. Our regional meetings were
very successful and resourceful. All Committees have performed their duties exemplary. Thank you so much, chairpersons
and members. Hats off to Melody Shuler and the Program and Education Committee, who have excelled in your planning of
sessions throughout the year.
Thank you John Phelps, Athena Banks, and Kay Emanuel for your assistance. The meetings of the Board of Directors were
successes because of you.
Special thanks to my Mayor Lew Starling, Jr.; Mayor Pro Tem Marcus Becton; Councilmembers Daniel Ruggles; Neal
Strickland; Jean Turlington; and Darue Bryant; City Manager Tom Hart; Senior Administrative Specialist Natalie Blue;
Past Councilmember Steve Stefanovich; and Former City Manager Shawn Purvis for their support and love. They have
stood with me lending a hand and always giving words of encouragement.

Continued on Page 2-President’s message
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President Hunt’s Message Continued

I am so excited about our upcoming Annual Summer Conference to be held in Pinehurst, NC beginning August 16th through August 18th. I am looking forward to seeing you there.
Fleming Bell has described us as being the hub in a wheel. It is with great excitement that I prepare to hand
over the gavel to my dear friend, Leighanna Worley, knowing that she will keep the Association rolling in the
right direction. Leighanna, I stand ready to assist you wherever and whenever needed.
Fellow Clerks, to every thing, there is a season and a time to every purpose under the heaven. We have
wept, laughed, danced, embraced, and loved. We will continue to weep, laugh, dance, embrace and love because we have been called to do so. ALWAYS REMEMBER, THAT WE ARE A GRAND DESIGN—CALLED,
DESTINED, AND APPOINTED FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS!

Elaine F. Hunt, MMC, NCCMC
NCAMC President
CLERKS—CALLED FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS
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2018 President’s Report

Message from Our President,
Elaine F. Hunt, MMC, NCCMC
I am a firm believer that in all things to give thanks and right now, I am doing so—giving thanks to
you. Thank you for your commitment to the North Carolina Association of Municipal Clerks.
Thank you for allowing me the pleasure to serve as the 2017-2018 NCAMC President. Thank
you for your encouraging words, your volunteering to serve on the various committees, and for
just being you. This year has been an awesome year! I say thank you Father and thank you, my
Fellow Clerks!
At our very first board meeting, the Board of Directors began its work for the betterment of the
Association honoring a request by the 2017 Clerk of the Year Selection Committee. John
shared that the 2017 Selection Committee asked if a group could be formed to discuss and
set guidelines to establish how and what the criteria should be when selecting the Clerk of
the Year. He stated that the Board would have to authorize a group to do this. He pointed
out that originally, the Past Presidents had worked on this and suggested that persons in this
group would be persons who have in the past, served on the Clerk of the Year Selection
Committee. The Board approved giving me the authority to establish an anonymous ad hoc
committee consisting of five former Clerks of the Year Committee members. This Committee
would work with John Phelps to address the criteria for the Clerk of the Year award selections.
The Committee met to resolve this request which the Board approved.
The NCLM Annual League Conference was arranged quite differently this year. It was changed
to September hosted in Greenville, NC. Rather than a breakfast, the Clerks had a one hour
session the first day of the Conference. Mayor Kandie Smith welcomed us to the City of
Greenville. Our very own, Trey Allen, from the School of Government, spoke on prayer within
local government.
The Region 3 IIMC meeting was held February 21-23, 2018, at the Hyatt Regency in Greenville,
South Carolina. The sessions were very informative and it was a delight to meet and interact
with the Clerks from the various regions.
The 2018 Annual City and County Clerks Academy was scheduled for January 17-19, 2018, at
the Sheraton Imperial Hotel and Convention Center in the Research Triangle Park. However,
due to inclement weather, the first day of class was cancelled. Make-up days for the Master
Municipal Clerks Academy and Workshop for New Clerks have been rescheduled. Thank you
Trey Allen and Carla Stowe!
Continued on page 5
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Continued from page 4

This year, the Association offered four one-day Regional Academies on April 6th, 13th, 20th, and
27th. I had the opportunity to attend the first two Regional Academies in New Bern and Clayton.
Thank you 2nd Vice President Amy Miller and 1st Vice President Leighanna Worley for attending the
other academies in Biscoe and Hendersonville. Special thanks to Brenda Blanco, Kimberly Moffett,
Laura B. Morton, and Tammie Drake for hosting these academies. Special thanks to you for
attending. Trey Allen, UNC School of Government; Tom Anderson, NC League of Municipalities;
and Bryan Leaird, NC League of Municipalities, were the facilitators. The sessions were
awesome—The Multi-Purpose City Clerk, Active Shooter/Treat Preparedness, and Drafting
Ordinances.
The 2018 IIMC Annual Conference was held in Norfolk, VA, May 20-23, 2018. One of the highlights
for me during the 2018 IIMC Annual Conference was carrying the North Carolina flag in the Parade
of Flags during the Opening Ceremony. Another highlight for me was the swearing in of our very
own, Stephanie Kelly as the President of IIMC. We are all ecstatic and we know Stephanie will
excel.
I am proud to say that the NCAMC has grown in membership. At the last count, we have on record
611 members with 197 NC Certified Municipal Clerks (NCCMC). We have:
Clerks
Associates
Deputy/Assistant
Honorary
Retired

429
19
115
43
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We have 496 IIMC members – 292 CMCs and 79 MMCs.
Thanks to each of the 611 members of our Association.
Thank you, First Vice President Leighanna Worley; Second Vice President Amy Miller; Recording
Secretary DiAnne Enoch; and Immediate Past President Dora Moore.
Thank you, Board of Directors: Michelle Gray, District 1; Cynthia Bennett, District 2; Katrina Miller,
District 3; Melissa Corser District 4; Pam Casey, District 5; Diana Schreiber, District 6; Pamela
Megill, District 7; Melody Shuler, District 8; Tammy Hatley, District 9; Jim Byrd, District 10; Wilene
Cunningham, District 11; and Tammie Drake, District 12.

Continued on page 6
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Thank you, to the following committees with the chairpersons:
Karen Zornes, Finance Committee
Sue Powell, Leaving a Green Legacy Committee
Jackie Hampton, Legislative Committee
Lisa Markland, Membership Committee
Dora Moore, Nominating Committee
Penny Spicer-Sidbury, Past Presidents Committee
Melody Shuler, Program & Education Committee
Jackie Hampton, Publicity Committee
Diana Schreiber, 2018 Site Selection Committee
Jim Byrd, 2019 Site Selection Committee
Cynthia Bennett, 2020 Site Selection Committee
Sylvia Holleman, State Certification Program Committee
Pamela Casey, Website Committee
Kim Worley, WSOS (We Share Our Services) Committee
I have read on many occasions and I believe it to be so that “to every thing there is a season,
and a time to every purpose under the heaven….” I am so very thankful for my season as your
2018 President of the North Carolina Association. My desire is that the Association will continue
to grow and prosper. Always remember that the Association is a body and each of us is a member of the body. It takes each of us, bringing what has been given to us, to make the Association
a greater organization.
I wish blessings upon you and always remember that we are a grand design — called, destined,
and appointed FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS!!
Elaine F. Hunt, MMC, NCCMC
NCAMC President
CLERKS—CALLED FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS
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Fun Facts About the Month of August
1. August was the 6th month in the early Roman calendar and is
named after Julius Caesar Augustus.
2. August has 2 birthstones, Peridot and Sardonyx: Peridot is
among the oldest known gemstones. It ranges from olive to
lime green, sometimes with a brownish tint. Sardonyx is a gem with white and brown bands and is believed to have mystical powers: it eliminates negative thinking!
3. National Watermelon day is August 3rd.
4. August 5th is the day to celebrate the Spirit of Sisterhood.
5. National Smile Week is the week of August 5-11th.
6. August 13th is Vinyl Record Day.
7. August 13th is also National Lefthander’s Day.
8. Lemon Meringue Pie Day is August 15th…..Pie anyone?
9. Elvis Presley died on August 16, 1977.
10. On August 20, 1630, lemonade was first served in Paris, France.
11. On August 24, A.D. 79, Mount Vesuvius erupted and destroyed the cities of Pompeii, Stabiae and Herculaneum.
12. Full Moon on August 28th is known as Dog Day’s Moon. At 3:52 am we can also see a total eclipse of the
moon. Who wants to get up early?
13. August 30th is National Toasted Marshmallow Day.
14. The Anglo-Saxon called August “Weodmonath” meaning “weed month.”
15. In 2015, August was the only month that began on a Saturday.
16. Warren Harding was the only US President to have died in August.
17. August was the 55th most common name give to a baby boy in Sweden in 2014.
18. Statistics show that 22 per cent of the men named August in Sweden was born in August.
19. Five US Presidents were born in August: Barack Obama, Bill Clinton, Lyndon Johnson, Herbert Hoover
and Benjamin Harrison.
20. August is also known as Romance Awareness Month (not sure what that means)
21. The flower for August is the Gladiolus.
Continued on page 9
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Desiree D. Perry, Retired City Clerk from Brevard has earned her MMC. Even in retirement Clerks are
awesome!
Sarah Radcliff, Town Clerk/Executive Assistant to Town Manager from the Town of Ayden has earned the
prestigious Certified Municipal Clerk designation. Way to go, Sarah!
Sylvia Raynor from the Town of Burgaw has announced her retirement after 34 years of public service. Her last
day will be August 31st. Please join me in wishing Sylvia well and plenty of enjoyment !
Retha Gaither, Clerk to the Iredell County Board of Commissioners, is also retiring. Her last day is scheduled
for November 1st. I wonder if the impending birth of her 1st grandchild in August has anything to do with it.
Hmmm!
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Continued from page 7

22. On August1, 1876, Colorado became the 38th state of the United States
23. The Lincoln penny was issued on August 2, 1909.
24. On August 3, 1492, Christopher Columbus set sail on his first voyage across the Atlantic.
25. Gertrude Ederle successfully swam the English Channel on August 6, 1926.
26. On August 7, 1942, the U.S. troops landed on Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands during WW II.
27. Richard M. Nixon resigned from office on August 9, 1974, making him the first United States President
to ever resign from office.
28. On August 12, 1877, the phonograph was invented by Thomas Edison.
29. Hawaii was annexed by the United States on August 12, 1898.
30. August is National Family Fun Month, National Peach Month, National Golf Month, and National Picnic
Month.
31. Friendship Day is the first Sunday of August.
32. August 26th is Women’s Equality Day! (a personal favorite of mine)

Several “famous” were born in August: Lucille Ball, Halle Berry, Cameron Diaz, Jada Pinkett-Smith,
Dustin Hoffman, Sean Connery, Robert De Niro and Patrick Swayze.

August joke: Why shouldn’t you tell secrets on the farm? Because the corn has ears, the potatoes have eyes
and the beanstalks! LOL! Aww come on, you know that was funny..
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It’s Time for School
August is also the month that most of our children return to school. Can I get a “Woot Woot”? Ah come on,
I know you are ready for that day. Little Johnny or Sally will soon be getting up early and getting ready to
catch the bus or to be dropped off at school. You won’t have to worry about what they are doing at home, or
who they are talking to on the phone, or where they may be going. You will know they are at school getting
that much needed education and you can find some solace in that.
There are a few things that we as parents should do to get ready for that big day. We have to do our part to
make sure our children arrive safe. So, here’s my little checklist:
1. If your child can ride their bike to school, make sure he/she has a helmet that is fitted and properly
secured. Children also need to know some of the basic rules of the road such as: riding in single
file on the right side of the road and to stop completely before crossing the street and walk the bike
across the street. They should also watch for opening car doors, use hand signals and wear bright
colored clothing.

2. If your child/children rides the bus, make sure they know the proper way to get on and off the bus.
If the bus is equipped with seat belts, they must buckle up. Make sure your child/children are a
safe distance from the curb as the bus approaches and that they know not to stand up on the bus
until it comes to a complete stop. Most importantly, teach them to look both ways before crossing
the street, there are still some folk that don’t quite get the stop sign.

3. If you are your child’s/children means of transportation, please make sure you don’t block cross
walks, that you yield to pedestrians in crosswalks and take extra care in school zones. Never, ever
pass a stopped school bus, the 10 foot area around a school buss is the most dangerous children so
make sure you allow enough distance for them to maneuver safely. The best habit is to allow
yourself extra travel time.
There are a couple of other things we need to teach our children just because of past incidences. We need to
teach them to be aware of their surroundings, not to make them afraid, but just to keep them aware. Make
sure your child understands that bullying is not acceptable and they do not have to be ashamed to report it to
a teacher or another adult they trust. Children need to be fully aware that if anyone makes them feel
uncomfortable or touches them inappropriately, it is perfectly alright to tell someone. And finally, we should
teach our children that if they hear of someone talking about hurting themselves or other people to please tell
someone. Teach them that this is not “snitching”, being “lame” or “uncool”; this is being “brave” and
“concerned” about others.
Here’s to a productive, enjoyable, and safe school year!
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Cool After School Snacks
Chocolate-dipped Clementines
Ingredients:
4 oz. bittersweet chocolate, roughly chopped
6 clementines, peeled and separated into segments
Coarse Sea Salt

Directions:
Line a large baking sheet with parchment paper.
Melt the chocolate in a microwave-safe bowl on high power in 20-second increments until melted and
smooth, about 1 minute.
Dip half of each clementine segment into the chocolate, shaking off any excess, and transfer to the prepared
baking sheet. Sprinkle with a pinch of salt, then refrigerate until the chocolate hardens, about 10 minutes.

Cheddar & Poppy Seed Chips

Ingredients:
8 oz. extra-sharp orange Cheddar, coarsely
grated
3 large egg whites
1/4 c. all-purpose flour
2 tsp. poppy seeds
Directions:
In a food processor, pulse the Cheddar and egg whites until smooth. Add the flour and poppy seeds; pulse to
combine.
Divide the mixture (it will be sticky) between 2 large sheets of parchment paper cut to the size of a cookie
sheet. Cover each with an additional sheet of parchment and roll until paper-thin. Transfer the paper (and
dough) to 2 cookie sheets and freeze until firm, about 20 minutes.
Meanwhile, heat oven to 300 degrees F. Discard the top layer of parchment and bake until golden and crisp,
rotating halfway through cooking, 45 to 50 minutes total. Let cool, then break into pieces.
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Cape Fear COG Host Clerks Meeting

Mayor Terry Mann welcoming the group.

The Cape Fear Council of Government hosts a quarterly
meeting of Municipal and County Clerks from Pender,
Bladen, Brunswick, and Columbus County. Chris May,
Executive Director and April Radford, Deputy Clerk work
tirelessly to sponsor this quarterly meeting. Usually the
meetings are held a the COG office in Wilmington, but on
occasion a clerk will sponsor the meeting.
Last year the quarterly gathering was hosted by Daralyn
Spivey, Clerk of Bald Head Island. What a treat it was to
catch the ferry over to the island! Can you believe, it was
the 1st I had ever been to Bald Head Island?
During these quarterly meetings the clerks have the
opportunity to share ideas and problem solve. These
meetings are really a mini-regional. There is an agenda and after discussion there is a very delicious lunch.
If a Clerk’s birthday happens to be in the quarter we celebrate that, too Some of the topics include:
Employment Law Changes, Athenian Dialog, Changes in Legislation, Clerk Updates, Irate Citizens,
Council Transitions, etc.
The most recent meeting was hosted by Bonnie Williams, Clerk of Whiteville. The group was welcomed
by Terry Mann, Mayor and Darren Currie, City Manager. The meeting was
held in the beautifully restored train depot, now named Vineland Station.
This meeting was extra special because we celebrated the recent nuptials of
April Radford. April found out she had
breast cancer this spring and has begun
treatment. She has faced this bump in her
life head on and has even named her
cancer “Felecia”. In recent emails she has
sent out she will include the phrase, “Bye,
Felecia.” On that note, I would like to
ask every clerk, deputy clerk, etc., to help
April and shout out “Bye Felecia” when
you are finished reading this article.
Daralyn Spivey, host Clerk.

The next meeting of the Cape Fear Clerks will be held in Surf City in
October.

April opening one of her many gifts.

COG Executive Director, Chris
May and a couple of the Clerks
on Bald Head Island.

Cape Fear Clerks at the Vineland Station.
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Summer Survival Swigs
Gin Slush

Ingredients
9 cups water
2 cups white sugar
1(12 fluid ounce) can frozen orange juice concentrate
1 (12 fluid ounce) can frozen lemonade concentrate
2 cups gin
Directions
1. In a saucepan, combine water and sugar. Bring to a boil
and let boil for 15 minutes. Remove from heat and allow to
cool.
2. Stir in the orange juice concentrate, lemonade
concentrate and gin. Pour into plastic container and freeze

overnight.
3. To serve, scoop 1/2 cup slush into a glass and top with lemon-lime soda.
4. Enjoy!!! You survived the summer!
Watermelon Vodka Slush
Ingredients
4 cups watermelon flesh, seeds removed
2 fluid ounces simple syrup
2 tablespoons lemon juice
1 cup vodka
2 fluid ounces melon liqueur
4 twists lemon zest, garnish

Directions
1. In a food processor, puree the watermelon flesh. Pour the pureed watermelon into empty ice cube trays
and freeze for a least 4 hours. Also, freeze 4 martini glasses.
2. In a blender combine the frozen watermelon cubes, simple syrup, lemon juice, vodka, and melon liqueur; blend until smooth. Pour into 4 frozen glass and garnish with lemon twist.
3. Sip away! You deserve it! School has started!
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