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Greetings Fellow Clerks,

Time has seemed to accelerate! April is here already! When I think of the month of April, my mind wanders to
the bright sunshine, green grass, warmer weather, and the beautiful flowers. Types of flowers have different habitats and unique features as each flower color shows different meaning; such as, white symbolizes peace; red symbolizes love; and yellow symbolizes friendship. We love to have flowers in our presence because they are a beautiful part of our daily life. Flowers convey good vibes and motivate good energy. It has been said that after
gloomy April, flowers blow out of their winter hibernation and transform our landscape.
I know you are familiar with the rhyme, “April showers bring May flowers.” Many do not know that this rhyme
originated in the 1500s by a gentleman named Thomas Tusser. According to my research, Tusser believed that
“April showers bring May flowers,” depicted moving from the most unpleasant of things to very enjoyable things.
His philosophy was “many of life’s greatest things come only to those who wait, and by patiently and happily enduring the clouds and damp of April, you can find yourself more easily able to take in the sights and smells of
May.”
Showers can be viewed as stepping stones to growth. Just as rain enables flowers and plants to grow, rain within
our lives enables us to grow. Rain is a necessity to the lovely flowers and to us. To everything, truly there is a
season and in everything, we need to give thanks.
Within the month of April in this year is the day set aside to honor the Easter Holiday. Easter falls on the same
day as April Fool’s Day, but let us not get confused—there is nothing funny about Easter. How many of you
know that the Son still shines? Whether you decide to participate in an Egg Hunt, gather with family and friends,
worship in a place of your choice, my desire for you is to give thanks, enjoy, and celebrate life!
In conclusion, I want to remind you of several upcoming Events and if you have questions, please feel free to contact me: efhunt@cityofclintonnc.us or (910) 592-1961.
Continued on Page 2-President’s message
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President Hunt’s Message Continued

2018 Spring Regional Schools:


Region 1—April 6th, New Bern



Region 2—April 13th, Clayton




Region 3—April 20th, Biscoe

Region 4—April 27th, Hendersonville

Deadline to apply for NCAMC or IIMC Certification School Scholarships – April 15th
IIMC 2018 Annual Conference – May 20-23, 2018
Norfolk, VA
Always remember, that we are a grand design—called, destined, and appointed FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS!

Noteworthy!
Congratulations goes out to the following Clerks:
Claudia Bray, Town Clerk/Financial Officer-Town of Sandyfield, on receiving her CMC!
 Virginia Johnson, Town Clerk-Town of Cary, has also received her CMC!
 Sarah D. Call, Clerk to the Board-Wilkes County has also received her CMC designation!


Please join me in welcoming all of them to the ranks!

April is STD Awareness Month—there are several publications available that can help alert at-risk individuals to the importance of STD testing, prevention and treatment.
April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month-there are publications available that help to raise awareness of child abuse prevention and reporting. There are also pamphlets and books that help children talk
and learn about child abuse.
April is Stress Awareness Month—there are publications that help promote stress management, teach relaxations techniques and ways to avoid stressful situations.
If you would like any of these publications or any publication about safety, healthy communities and
bodies please contact the Channing Bete Company at: www.channing-bete.com.
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You Can Get That Degree!
The North Carolina Association Of Municipal Clerks has a scholarship fund! Did you know that? Yes,
and it is available to you if you meet the requirements. If you have a desire to go to school or even go
back to school to finish what you started, now is the time.
*The scholarship shall be for attendance at any recognized college, university or trade school.
*The amount of the scholarship is $1,000.00.
There are eligibility requirements that must be met also and they include:
*Applicant shall maintain a grade average consistent with good standing in high school and with
expectations of admission to a recognized institution (or, if already attending a recognized
institution of higher education, with good standing at that institution.) The current Committee
will decide their rating scale for the GPA.
*Participation is extracurricular activities (school and community and church).
*Good character. The current Committee will decide their rating scale.
*The applicant must have been accepted for admission at the institution of choice for the academic
year for which the scholarship application is submitted.
*Submission of completed application to the North Carolina Association of Municipal Clerks,
giving complete information requested and must by remitted or postmarked on or before April 15
of any year.
*The scholarship is open to anyone pursuing a higher education and is not restricted to relatives of
members of the North Carolina Association of Municipal Clerks.
For more information and instructions, please refer to the North Carolina Association of Municipal
Clerks’ Handbook beginning on page 42. If you do not have a handbook, please contact your District
Director.
Remember, the deadline for submission is April 15th of any year.
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I Can’t Believe It!
I recently read an article entitled, “Phone-addicted teens are unhappy.” It nearly knocked me off my feet.
Surely, this could not be true. I have a 19 year old granddaughter that I know, has glued herself to her
phone! That device is never more than 3 feet from her at all times! I mean, it sleeps with her! She is fine
as long as she has it with her and as far as I can tell she is very happy.
The article was written by Jean M. Twenge, a professor of psychology at San Diego State University.
According to her, “ teens whose eyes are habitually glued to their smartphones are markedly unhappier.” I
was really taken aback. Surely she has to be mistaken and she has not met Kristen or any of her friends,
because they are the happiest teens I have come across when they have their electronic devices. Professor
Twenge goes on to say, “on average, teens who spent more time in front of screen devices—playing
computer games, using social media, texting and video chatting—were less happy than those who invested
more time in non-screen activities like sports, reading newspapers and magazines, and face-to-face social
interaction.” She believes this screen time is driving unhappiness rather than the other way around.
I started to ponder this and did a little research of my own. I couldn’t use Kristen since she is away at
college, so I enlisted the help of my 10 year old grandson, Kaden. Now, granted, Kaden isn’t a teenager
yet, but for this purpose he was close enough. This young man jumps in the car when I pick him up and
the first thing he does is grab my phone. (he doesn’t have his own, yet) The entire ride home, to the grocery
store, or to baseball practice he is glued to the phone. He talks back to, he grimaces at it and he gets upset
with it. If I didn’t know any better, I would think there were 3 or 4 other kids in the car with us. So, to
prove a point, I would not let him have the phone a couple of times and guess what happened? He sat in
the back seat with the sternest look on his face. I mean it was as if someone had eaten the last Oreo and
left the empty package in the cupboard. I told him to look out the window and enjoy the scenery, read a
book or better yet, talk to me. You would have thought I told him to stand in traffic! He looked at me and
said, “Nana, I read in school all day, we travel this same road and there is nothing new to look at and I can
talk to you anytime.” The boy had a point! All of the above was true.
So, back to the article. Twenge, along with some other colleagues at the University of Georgia, crunched
data for the Monitoring the Future study, a nationally representative survey of more than a million 8th, 10th
and 12th graders from all over the United States. The survey asked the students several questions about
how often they spent time of their phones, tablets and computers , as well as questions about their in-theflesh social interactions and their overall happiness. The team did agree that total screen abstinence did not
lead to happiness either. I gather there must be some viable middle ground, but who should decide this and
how should it be measured?
Twenge reported the happiest teens used digital media a little less than an hour per day. I beg to differ!
Maybe the teens I come in contact with daily are not average teens. These young folk spend a lot more
than an hour a day glued to some form of digital media. Back to the grandson. When he has completed his
homework and any chores he heads directly for X-Box. He is in his own little world, not caring about anything except the game he is playing, this goes on until dinner. Immediately after dinner, he gets wound up
again to the point that I have to yell, “Get off that game!” Solemnly, he shuts it off and sits there pouting
and I am sure he is giving me a dirty look, but I can’t prove that. So, where is the happiness? Where is the
unhappiness?
The article goes on to say that teens and tweens should spend no more than 2 hours daily on digital media
and they should increase the time they spend with actual people and exercising and this should lead to
greater happiness. Hmmm, I have my doubts, but what do you think?
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Things to do Around the Old North State
Raleigh—April 6th-7th, Health & Fitness Expo—Convention Center
Newport—April 6th –7th, Newport Arts & Crafts Show—Town Park
Apex—April 6th -7th, Apex Antiques & Collectibles Festival—Norris Park
Roxboro—April 12th—14th, Step Into the Arts Festival—Main Street
Wilmington—April 13th –15th, North Carolina Azalea Festival—Downtown
Greenville—April 13th –14th, Piratefest—Downtown
Oriental—April 13th-15th—Oriental Boat Show—Harbor Marina
High Point— April 14th—18th, Spring Furniture Market—Main Street
Grifton—April 18th –22nd, Shad Festival—First Citizen Bank
Wake Forest—April 20th –22nd, North Carolina Herbfest—South White Street
Raleigh—April 21st-23rd, Raleigh Women’s Show—Fairgrounds
Huntersville—April 21st-22nd, Scottish Festival and Loch Norman Highland Games—Historic Rural
Hill
Wilkesboro—April 26th—29th, Merle Fest 2018—Community College
Farmville—April 27th— 29th, Dogwood Festival—Downtown
Mebane—April 27th—28th, Dogwood Festival—Clay & 4th Street
Holden Beach—April 28th—29th Day at the Docks—Pavilion
Warrenton—April 28th, Springfest—Courthouse Square
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Hello to all NC Clerks,
I want to share an update on the most exciting project taking place in the City of Fayetteville – Our Baseball
Stadium! Bringing Professional Baseball Home to Fayetteville.

Houston Astros baseball is officially coming to Fayetteville, North Carolina. The club signed a 30-year lease
agreement with the city of Fayetteville, N.C., where its Class A-Advanced affiliate will compete starting in
2019. They will play in the 33 million dollar stadium being built by the City of Fayetteville. The club is currently located in Buies Creek, N.C., to compete in the Carolina League for two seasons before making a
more permanent move to Fayetteville. The team will be rebranded by the time it opens the 2019 season in a
new stadium in downtown Fayetteville. “The Astros are excited to be affiliated with the City of Fayetteville.
It’s a city with rich history, friendly people and a background in baseball,” Astros president Reid Ryan said.
“Player development is a huge part of the Astros’ success and Fayetteville will be a home for the club’s top
prospects as they make their way to the Major Leagues.” This agreement will bring affiliated Minor League
baseball back to Fayetteville for the first time since 1998, when the Detroit Tigers were affiliated with the
Fayetteville Generals of the Class A South Atlantic League.
“Mayor, Mitch Colvin is pleased about the Fayetteville City Council and Cumberland County Board of Commissioners agreeing on February 5 to an Interlocal Agreement on the new downtown baseball stadium, the elected bodies agreed to the partnership in separate meetings today!”

Submitted by:
Pamela Megill
District 7 Director
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Something Fruity and Cold
It’s almost time for fresh strawberries and peaches, so put them to good use!

Ingredients:
1 Bottle of White Wine
2+ Cups of Frozen Peach/Mango Slices
3+ Cups Frozen Strawberries
3+ Cups of Ice
Directions:
Blend 2 cups of white wine and 2 cups of frozen peaches/mango as well as 2 cups of ice
Pour into four glasses
Blend 1 cup of white wine with about 1 to 1.5 cups of strawberries and 1 cup of ice
Pour on top of peach slush
Serve with a straw
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Childhood Hunger in America
Viola Davis, the star of How to Get Away With Murder, whose extraordinary performances in television,
film and theater have earned her acting’s triple crown: 2 Tonys, an Emmy, and most recently, an Academy
Award for Best Supporting Actress for her role as Rose Maxson in the 2017 film, Fences, recently admitted
that she grew up in poverty and was desperately hungry most of the time. She has made it her life’s mission
to help eradicate childhood hunger in America.
It is hard to comprehend the fact that over 14 million children in the United States of America live in poverty and food-insecure households! How can this be in a country that is supposed to be one of the greatest
in the world? I mean we are not a third world country, we have resources upon resources, and some of the
most wealthy people in the world live within our boundaries. Yet and still, children are hungry!
Ms. Davis said, “Being desperately hungry made me feel a great sense of shame. I would come to school
and all I wanted was a meal. I couldn’t focus. But I couldn’t tell anyone that. It’s a reflection on you and
your parents. People only want you to share stories about winning and about success and anything else is
not acceptable.” It is true, people don’t want to hear the true facts because if they don’t know it or hear
about it; then it doesn’t exist. We continue to walk around with blinders on. We continue to refuse to
acknowledge the fact that this problem does exist.
Recently there has been a call for all public schools in North Carolina to provide free breakfast and lunch
for all students. It is my opinion this is done so as not to embarrass any student. There was a time the students had to provide family financial information and fill out a form in order to get free/reduced breakfast
and lunch. Students were often stigmatized or even ostracize when others found out they were on the list
for free/reduced breakfast and lunch. Many students would just not eat so they would not be picked on or
talked about. Many students felt the same way Ms. Davis did and would rather go hungry than let others
know their situations. What we have to do now is remove the stigma. We have to acknowledge that this is
a problem and find ways to help.
There are programs offered now that are doing just that. Some schools have the “Backpack Program”,
which enables students to take home pre-package meals and snacks that will help sustain them over the
weekend. Civic groups, volunteers and teachers gather non-perishable foods and pack the students backpacks every Friday. This program is working and we need more like them. If you are looking for a worthwhile program to get involved with, this is one.
Studies show that students that participate in school breakfast and lunch programs show improvements on
everything from math scores to depression, anxiety and hyperactivity. The attendance goes up while tardy
and disciplinary referrals go down. We already have programs such as “No Child Left Behind” to help children learn; now we need programs such as “Food for all Children” to make sure they are fed.
JMH
8

Facts About Hunger in America
The following information was provided by Farmers and Hunters Feeding the Hungry and the United
States Department of Agriculture.






















In 2015, 42.2 million people faced hunger in the United States.
1 in 7 Americans struggles with hunger.
Food insecurity exists in every county in America.
Despite the so-called economic recovery, wages for many Americans have not risen fast enough to cover the increased cost of living.
In 2015, 43.1 million people were in poverty that’s 13.5%.
An estimated 133 billion pounds of food from U.S retail food stores, restaurants, and homes never
made into people’s stomach.
13.1 million children live in food-insecure households in 2015.
14.5 million children in the U.S. lived in poverty in 2015.
In the U.S. Conference of Mayors’ Report on Hunger and Homelessness (A Status Report on Homelessness and Hunger in America’s Cities, December 2016) it was noted:
Forty-one percent of survey cities reported that the number of requests for emergency food assistance
increased over the past year.
Of the requests for emergency food assistance, 63 percent were persons in families, 51 percent were
employed, 18 percent were elderly, and 8 percent were homeless. (These categories are not mutually
exclusive and the same person can be included in more than one.)
In 2015, 9 percent of seniors (4.2 million older adults age 65 and older) lived below the poverty line.
In 2015, under the Supplemental Poverty Measure, seniors make up 14 percent of people in poverty as
compared with 10 percent under the official measure.
In 2015, under the Supplemental Poverty Measure, medical out of pocket expenses (MOOP) increase
the poverty rate among seniors (8% excluding MOOP, 14% including)
In the U.S., families with very low incomes run out of money at the end of the month. Families cut
back on how much they eat and then eventually skip meals altogether on some days.
In the U.S., hunger is not caused by a scarcity of food, but rather the continued prevalence of poverty.
To the surprise of many, most Americans (51.4 percent) will live in poverty at some point before age
65. That means any one of us - or our friends or family members - may be affected.
The U.S. Conference of Mayors’ Report on Hunger and Homelessness (A Status Report on Homelessness and Hunger in America’s Cities, December 2016) indicated low wages led the list of causes of
hunger cited by survey cities; followed by high housing costs and poverty.
Although we live in the world's wealthiest nation, a reported 14.5 percent of U.S. households - nearly
49 million Americans - struggle to put food on the table. More than one in seven people in the U.S.
lives below the poverty line.

World Hunger Day is May 28th. You can start now making preparations to help. You can volunteer at a
feeding site, you can donate to reputable foundations, you can help pack backpacks at your local school, or
you can even start a “Backpack Program”.
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IIMC News
The Diversity/Inclusivity Task Force and the IIMC Board of Directors are proposing several amendments
to IIMC’s Constitution. Those amendments include:
Core Value Statement regarding Diversity and Inclusivity
IIMC Region Director Representation
Qualifications, Nominations and Elections for Vice President
This amendments will be discussed at the Business Meeting of the Annual Conference in Norfolk. Visit
the IIMC website for information on these amendments.
Registration is open for the 72nd Annual Conference in Norfolk, Virginia. If you are attending the conference there is an IIMC Smartphone App available.
IIMC’s 49th Annual Municipal Clerks Week is May 6th-12th. There will be a series of activities aimed at
increasing the public’s awareness of Municipal Clerks and the vital services they provide for local governments and communities. Check out the website for materials you can use to promote this event.
There are Study Abroad opportunities available through IIMC. If you are interested in studying in London
or some other country, this may be your opportunity. For more information visit the IIMC website.

Where’s the Broadband?
Remember the little women that yelled, “Where’s the Beef?” Well, I would like to introduce you to a
woman that was recently in Raleigh asking, “Where’s the Broadband”? Me! I was recently invited to
participate in an press conference by the North Carolina League of Municipalities. It is hard to believe that
there are still areas in North Carolina that do not have decent internet service. I call these areas,
“Technology Deserts”.
It was good to find out that some urban areas are having the same issues as the rural areas. It is sad that in
this day and time citizens are being penalized because of where they live. Take for instance, in my area.
The local high school does not use text books anymore, everything is done on line. Students have to
choose between going to lunch or going the computer lab to do their work because they do not have access
to the internet at their homes. That is simply unacceptable!
During this press conference I learned that Jacksonville (which I consider to be a pretty large urban area) is
having some of the same problems. Why? What is really going on? Have the providers of this service become so rich that they don’t need to offer anymore services? Have they become so complacent that they
don’t even care how this effects people, communities, or cities? I am searching for answers and solutions.
My hat is off to Rose Vaughn Williams, Erin Wynia, Scott Mooneyham and the North Carolina League of
Municipalities for taking on this particular project. This is a problem not just in my little corner of North
Carolina but in areas throughout the state. If you want to learn more about The Digital Divide, please visit
the League’s website. If you would like to see a video of the press conference, please go to YouTube and
search Leaping the Digital Divide. This is an important issue and I am hoping there is a solution on the
horizon.
JMH
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April
16

Beverly Harris

17

Marsha Sucharski

23

April Onley

25

Karen Gray
Betsey Richardson

26

27

28

29

30

1
2
4

Deeda Harris
Doreen Putney

5

Michelle Dawson

9

Kathie Fields
Tonya Johnson
Lisa Vierling

10

Jane McMinn
Leslie Rudd
Stephanie Watson

Charlena Alston
Misty Gledinske
Shyrl Hansil
Bernadette Parduski
Pamela Perry
Lynn Prusa
Joy McRoy
Janet Pope
Gail Smith
Veronica Hardaway
Sandra Mayse
Sue Rowland
Angel Jenkins

May
Chad Simmons
Luellen Norris

11
12

Katie Mitchell
Dianne Spellman
Marcia Sproul

13

Kelley Cyrus

14

Brenda Fugett

15

Shannon Daly
Joy Eudy
Elaine Hunt
Emily Michael
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