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Join NCAMC
Know a clerk or deputy
clerk who wants to join
NCAMC? For membership
information, email committee
chair Jim Byrd, CMC, NCCMC
of Wilkesboro at the following
address:
jbyrd@wilkesboronorthcarolina.com

Now, join IIMC
If you have joined the
North Carolina Association of
Municipal Clerks and are
wondering what else you can
do to grow in your profession,
you definitely need to consider joining the International
Institute of Municipal Clerks.
IIMC is the certifying arm for
clerks worldwide. For more
information go to the website:
www.iimc.com

If you would like to submit
an article of interest for the
newsletter, email committee
chair Tammy Hatley, MMC,
NCCMC of King at the following address:
thatley@ci.king.nc.us

A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND
A HAPPY NEW YEAR

A Very Blessed Christmas to our Clerk Family! The Christmas Season is
upon us….a time to gather with family and friends and just celebrate all our good
fortunes. Here is to a Happy, Healthy New Year….time to make all those New
Year’s Resolutions. I hope the joys of the Season fill you with much happiness and
good cheer!
I have been putting mileage on my Honda traveling up the road from beautiful, coastal Morehead City to the very vibrant towns of Chapel Hill and Cary. On Friday, October 18th I was on the campus of the Cary Town Hall where a beautiful oak
tree was dedicated in honor of Sue Rowland, the 2012 Clerk of the Year. [See accompanying article elsewhere in this issue.] The ceremony made me feel very
proud to be a member of our Clerk Family and to see one of our own acclaimed.
On October 27th I was at the University of NC at Chapel Hill School of Government visiting with the Class of the Clerk’s Certification Institute. Together with
Second Vice President Elaine Hunt, Chapel Hill Town Clerk Sabrina Oliver and
Moore County Clerk Laura Williams, we participated in a panel discussion entitled
“Stories from the Field”. The panel was the brainchild of Assistant Professor Trey
Allen with the intent of providing the Institute’s students an opportunity to hear a
few “experienced” clerks talk informally about how they have responded to significant challenges in their careers. Dealing with difficult board members, being promoted to the position of Clerk, leaving the Clerk position in one jurisdiction to become the Clerk in another, these were just a few of the topics which were addressed. [I hope we on the panel didn’t scare anyone!!! Our pupils seemed very
savvy and up to the challenges which they will face!]

Continued on Page 2—President’s message
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On October 30th I was back again at Chapel Hill to give a speech to those same graduating
students. I explained that when I went through the Institute, that the South Park Mall had just
opened and that one by one the class in the afternoon would get smaller and smaller as we each
escaped to go “shopping”. I congratulated them on the end of one journey and the beginning of
another. I also told them that although as Clerks, we have a bond with each other, those with whom
we attended this Institute --- this is a very special bond and as they travel on through their careers as
Clerks, these fellow Student Clerks will be the ones to whom they will rely on for support and advice.
A big congratulations is in order for these Clerks who toiled through weeks of classes and a
BIG THANK YOU to their Towns and Counties for supporting each Clerk in their quests for higher education.
Former Professor Fleming Bell was also in attendance. He gave me the biggest bear hug! I
understand he was one of the professors who taught a class. He looked great and very happy to
continue to be a part of our Clerk Family.
At this time I write this article [mid-November] the Program for the January Clerk’s School in
Research Triangle Park on January 20 to 22, 2016, has been set and the Program and Education
Committee is putting the final touches on the IIMC Region III Meeting in Carolina Beach on February
17 to 19, 2016. Both programs promise to be very interesting and a great chance to network with
your fellow Clerks. So, please mark your calendars and plan to attend.
On the Homefront, the election results for the Town of Morehead City saw the re-election of
our Mayor and running Councilmembers. So I can breathe a sigh of relief. Some election years just
turn out a bit easier than others!
In closing, I wish you and your families the most Merry Christmas and all good things in the
New Year!
Jeanne M. Giblin, MMC, NCCMC
“Clerks – Leading Stars of their Communities”
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Christmas in Hope Mills
Submitted by: Melissa P. Adams
Town Clerk for Hope Mills
District 7 Director

Our Town is filled with so much to celebrate during the holidays. We kick off
the Christmas season with “Christmas in the Mill Village” on Friday December
4, 2015, from 6:30 pm – 9:00 pm our residents will enjoy entertainment, bicycle/wagon parade, vendors, decorate a cookie at the sweet shop and visit with
Santa. On Saturday December 5, 2015 children can have breakfast with Santa,
followed by our annual Christmas Parade at 3:00 pm finishing off the day with
the Festival of Lights and tree lighting at the Hope Mills Lake Gazebo at 5:30
pm.
In addition to all the celebratory festivities, the Town of Hope Mills employees
collect money each year for a family in need. This year we have adopted two
families. It’s easy to get caught up in the hustle and bustle of the holiday season
and we sometimes forget to be thankful for all the good things we have. Some
families aren’t able to buy presents for their children or put food on the table. I
am so thankful that our employees come together and help these families each
year. There is no better feeling than to be able to help another family have a
Christmas dinner and put presents under the tree for their children.
I hope while you are enjoying your holiday this year you will pause and reflect
on the things that you are thankful for. I am thankful for my family and friends,
including my “work family;” my health; my freedom; and that I am able to
share my blessings.
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Sue Rowland
2012 Clerk of the Year
Tree Dedication Ceremony
Friday, October 16, 2015 at 12 Noon
Cary Town Hall
On a mid-fall day, friends, family and the clerk family met at the Cary Town Hall and dedicated the “Leaving a
Green Legacy” Overcup Oak Tree in honor of 2012 Clerk of the Year – Sue Rowland, Happily Retired Town
Clerk of Cary. The tree stands in a beautiful courtyard right on the campus of Cary Town Hall. Mayor Harold
Weinbrecht welcomed the well-wishers with glowing comments on Sue and how much she was cherished by
the employees and citizens of Cary. He spoke about the oak tree and stated that the symbolism of the tree
was fitting. “Just as Sue watched over so, so many of us, so too, will this tree – a long lived shade tree – provide shelter and protection to those who pass under its branches.” Comments were also made by Interim
Town Manager Mike Bajorek and NCAMC President Jeanne Giblin.
At the same time, the Town of Cary recognized Sue by dedicating the plaza, in which our tree stands, to Sue
Rowland.
It was an honor to recognize Sue. In addition to serving on many of our Committees she served as a District
Director and Recording Secretary. She was also the Program & Education Committee Chair. In 2013 she was
named as an Honorary Member of the NCAMC. Not one to stand still in her retirement, she now keeps busy
as a personal trainer.
The Leaving a Green Legacy Committee under the direction of Chair Susan Powell of Mills River deserves to
be commended for being instrumental in providing this beautiful tree and plaque in honor of Sue.
Jeanne M. Giblin
President

Pictured from left to right: Councilmember Don Frantz, Councilmember Ed Yerha, Councilmember Jennifer
Robinson, Mayor Harold Weinbrecht and Sue Rowland

Continued on Page 5—Tree Dedication
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Continued from Page 4—Tree Dedication

Pictured from left to right: Mary Fealey, Administrative Assistant, Cary; Karen Gray, Cary; Pam Casey,
Rocky Mount; Diana Schreiber, Durham; Jeanne Giblin, Morehead City; Sue Rowland, Cary; Sherry
Scoggins, Cary; Whitney Ledford, Knightdale; Elaine Hunt, Clinton; and Jean Bailey, Rocky Mount

News from around the Clerk’s Association

♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Welcome to Nadine Moore who has been appointed as Town Clerk for the Town of Plymouth.
Congratulations to Judy Bass on her retirement from the Town of Garner on November 20, 2015.
Please keep the family of retired Wake Forest Clerk, Joyce Wilson, in your prayers following her passing on
November 17, 2015.
Congratulations to Debbie West on her retirement from the Town of Dunn on December 1, 2015, following
32 years of service.
We extend our best wishes to Gainer Cummings-Denver who will be leaving her position of 26 years as Administrative Secretary/Clerk to the Board to the Lumber River Council of Government effective December
31, 2015.
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Happy Birthday!
January

December
16

Eyvonne Smith
Whitney Ledford

18

Drenda Ammons
Iris Smith

19

Marie Adams
Adrienne Rorie

20

Cheryl Mears
Tammy Kirkley

21

Sherry Scoggins

23

Beth Usery
Betty Belle
Barbara Aycock

24

Fran Davis

25

MERRY CHRISTMAS
Sharon Evans
Evelyn Howard
Carrie Gordin
Rebekah Gainey

26

Sabrina McDonald
Christine Thompson
Maria Smith

27

Sue Morton
Sabrena Reinhardt

28

Kelley Southward

30

Jenny Larson
Susan Suggs
Patsy Dougherty

31

Vivian Skipper

1

HAPPY NEW YEAR
Dora Moore
Pat Prescott
Mary Ellen Brown

2

Ann Burgess

3

Robin Watts
Kim Hensley

4

Janice Thomas
Jeanne Martin
Angela Young

5

Jenny Tippett

7

Debbie Ogle

8

Katherine Cathey

9

Jane Dreher
Peggy Piontek
Mary Boggs
Jim Byrd

12

Letha Hines

13

Denise Dale
Deborah Holland
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Cranberry Pistachio Baked Brie

INGREDIENTS
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

2 CUPS FRESH CRANBERRIES
1/2 CUP GRANULATED SUGAR
1/2 CUP WATER
ZEST OF ONE ORANGE, DIVIDED
1 WHEEL BRIE CHEESE
1/2 CUP PISTACHIOS OR PECANS
CRACKERS (FOR SERVING)

DIRECTIONS
PREHEAT

OVEN TO

365°

ADD CRANBERRIES, SUGAR, WATER AND ABOUT HALF OF THE
ORANGE ZEST TO A MEDIUM SAUCEPAN AND STIR TO COMBINE. BRING TO A BOIL OVER HIGH HEAT, THEN REDUCE
HEAT TO MEDIUM-LOW AND SIMMER FOR 10 MINUTES.
MEANWHILE,

LINE A BAKING SHEET WITH PARCHMENT PAPER
OR ALUMINUM FOIL AND PLACE THE BRIE IN THE CENTER OF
THE SHEET. BAKE FOR 10 MINUTES OR UNTIL THE CHEESE
IS MELTED AND JUST BEGINS TO OOZE OUT OF THE SIDE.

TRANSFER

BAKED BRIE TO A SERVING TRAY THEN TOP WITH
THE CRANBERRY SAUCE AND SPRINKLE WITH PISTACHIOS AND
REMAINING ORANGE ZEST.

SERVE

IMMEDIATELY WITH CRACKERS
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"I've

learned that no matter what happens, or how bad it
seems today, life does go on, and it will be better tomor‐
row. I've learned that you can tell a lot about a person
by the way he/she handles three things: a rainy day, lost
luggage, and tangled Christmas tree lights. I've learned
that regardless of your relationship with your parents,
you'll miss them when they're gone from your life. I've
learned that making a "living" is not the same thing as
making a "life." I've learned that life sometimes gives
you a second chance. I've learned that you shouldn't go
through life with a catcher's mitt on both hands; you
need to be able to throw something back. I've learned
that whenever I decide something with an open heart, I
usually make the right decision. I've learned that even
when I have pains, I don't have to be one. I've learned
that every day you should reach out and touch some‐
one. People love a warm hug, or just a friendly pat on
the back. I've learned that I still have a lot to learn. I've
learned that people will forget what you said, people will
forget what you did, but people will never forget how
you made them feel."
‐Maya Angelou
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Lumber River Council of Governments is one of North Carolina's 16 Regional Councils established to
support community and economic development within the counties we serve. Our region ‐ Bladen,
Hoke, Richmond, Robeson and Scotland Counties ‐ has a rich cultural heritage and history. We believe
that our people are our most valuable regional asset. Through our programs and services, we seek to
celebrate the uniqueness of our culture while also focusing on our common community and economic
future together.
Lumber River Council of Governments held its Annual Dinner Meet‐
ing on October 15, 2015 and Melanie Hester, Town of Bladenboro
Clerk received the Annie Kohnen Award, Regional Clerk of the Year.
Named in honor of Annie Kohnen, long time Scotland County Clerk,
this award was established in 1999 and honors those clerks demon‐
strating the true spirit of public service exemplified by “Miss Annie”.
The award is given in recognition of the relentless work performed
by clerks in each of our municipalities and counties.
This year’s winner has demonstrated her commitment to her Town by her willingness to take on the
duties of Town Administrator when the Town needed those services. After the last election, Bladen‐
boro found itself with a new mayor, three new commissioners and in search of a new administrator.
The Town had several on‐going projects that were time sensitive. They turned to their Town Clerk,
Melanie Hester, to help. Melanie agreed to step up as the temporary Town Administrator to help en‐
sure the continuous operation and delivery of Town services as well as administration of the on‐going
projects. As Administrator, Melanie presented back‐to‐back budgets that helped strengthen the
Town’s financial security even after a property revaluation loss of over 5 million dollars.
Under her leadership, the Town has completed the construction of a $500,000 Community Building, a
new $1,500,000 Fire Department and a new $500,000 recreation complex.
According to the Town’s leaders, “Melanie stepped up when she was most needed by both the Board
as well as the citizens, doing double duty as both a clerk and an administrator.” Her Mayor says “As a
first time elected official, I can say that Melanie has been a blessing to myself and to the Town Board
but more so to the citizens of Bladenboro.”
Well done, Melanie Hester! Congratulations!
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2015 IIMC CLERK CERTIFICATION COURSE GRADUATES
On Friday, October 30, 2015, thirty-nine (39) of your fellow clerks graduated from the UNC
School of Government Clerk Certification Institute. Our UNC School of Government Advisor, Trey Allen put together an awesome, new curriculum. We received 130 hours for our
CMC, and an additional 26.75 hours, allowing us to receive our Introduction to Local Government Finance Certificate as well. The class covered Clerk specific duties and a comprehensive cross section of various departmental responsibilities that involve the Clerk. Insight into the North Carolina legislative process was helpful when understanding the many
Statutory requirements that we need to know. We were provided with the knowledge and
resources to confidently perform our duties and serve our communities. A couple of my
favorite sessions included a mock council meeting and a panel discussion with our NCAMC
leadership. For those of you who have taken the course in the past, you know that the
friendships you make are invaluable. The time spent with your fellow clerks in and out of
the classroom really provides bonding opportunities, and brings a sense of cohesiveness
to our profession. Thanks to great ideas from fellow classmates, and resources from Cherryville City Clerk Paige Green, we were able to fashion t-shirts that say “Clerk – Only Because Full-Time, Multitasking, Ninja is not an Actual Job”, and as you know, you are all a
part of that wonderful “Ninja” group. If you have not attended the IIMC Certification class
in the past, I would highly recommend taking the class. It is an investment in your career
and your profession.
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
As we shift from
the fall season
and into the
winter season…
How about 40
WAYS to tie a
decorative scarf
for WOMEN?
Check it out!
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HOW TO TIE A SCARF FOR MEN IN 11
DIFFERENT WAYS!
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**This is my favorite season of the year. It is a time to visit
with family members, prepare meals, have fun, and just tis’
the season to be JOLLY!!

Sweets and more Sweets! I believe the latter part is what gets me in trouble!
During the winter time, I tend to stay inside more instead of
exercising at the gym or going for a walk because of the
weather. Listed below are a few tips to help manage your
weight during the holiday season!

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT TIPS DURING THE HOLIDAYS

√DON’T SKIP BREAKFAST
√ DON’T SKIP ANY MEALS
√ WORK OUT AT HOME (WORK-OUT VIDEO OR
DVD)
√ CREATE AN EXERCISE ROUTINE
√ GO TO THE GYM
√ EAT SWEETS SLOWLY (NOT MY FAVORITE)
√ DRINK 8 GLASSES OF WATER A DAY
√ EAT MORE FRUITS AND VEGETABLES
√ INCLUDE STEAMED VEGETABLES W/MEALS
√ GIVE HIGH CALORIE LEFTOVERS AWAY
√ DOWNLOAD THE MYFITNESSPAL APP TO TRACK FOOD/ OR
KEEP A JOURNAL OF YOUR FOOD

I Hope Everyone Has a Safe and Happy
Holiday Season!
Town Clerk Jasman J. Smith,
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JANUARY 2016
City and County Clerks Academy and Institute
When: January 20-22, 2016
Where: Sheraton Imperial Hotel & Convention Center, Research Triangle Park, NC
Course 1 = 2016 Institute and Workshop for New Clerks
Course 2 = Master Municipal Clerks Academy I
Course 3 = Master Municipal Clerks Academy II (New Clerks may attend this course in addition to
the New Clerks Course)

FEBRUARY 2016
IIMC Region III Conference
When: February 17-19, 2016
Where: Courtyard by Marriott, Carolina Beach, NC
Program and Registration - To be announced shortly
2016 IIMC Clerks' Certification Institute
When: February 29-March 4; May 9-13; August 29-September 2; October 24-28
Where: Chapel Hill, NC
Program and Registration - Now Available
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