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Join NCAMC
Know a clerk or deputy
clerk who wants to join
NCAMC? For membership
information, email committee
chair Jim Byrd, CMC, NCCMC
of Wilkesboro at the following
address:
jbyrd@wilkesboronorthcarolina.com

Now, join IIMC
If you have joined the
North Carolina Association of
Municipal Clerks and are
wondering what else you can
do to grow in your profession,
you definitely need to consider joining the International
Institute of Municipal Clerks.
IIMC is the certifying arm for
clerks worldwide. For more
information go to the website:
www.iimc.com

If you would like to submit
an article of interest for the
newsletter, email committee
chair Tammy Hatley, MMC,
NCCMC of King at the following address:
thatley@ci.king.nc.us

Professor A. Fleming Bell, II was recognized at the 2014 NCAMC Summer Conference with the NC Order
of the Long Leaf Pine Award, issued by Governor Pat McCrory, in recognition of his many years of service
to North Carolina’s Clerks . Pictured with Professor Bell are NCAMC President Stephanie Kelly of Charlotte and Immediate Past President Dale Martin, of Kernersville. NC Clerks thank you Fleming!
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News from around the Clerk’s Association
⇒ Congratulations to Tom Vincent on his new position as High Point’s Deputy City Clerk.
⇒ Please keep American Legal Publishing’s Rich Frommeyer and his family in your prayers as his

father, Richard, undergoes chemotherapy and radiation treatments.
⇒ On October 30, 2014, Columbus Town Clerk, Devon LaFrombosi changed her last name to
Gosnell.
⇒ Congratulations to Williamston Town Clerk, Glinda Fox, on her upcoming retirement January
31, 2015.
⇒ Congratulations are in order for Myra Mays , Warsaw Town Clerk as she retires on January 31,
2015.

Congratulations to Benson Town Clerk, Con-

nie Sorrell on becoming a grandmother on
October 31st at 5:14 pm.

Riley Elizabeth Sorrell
5 pounds 9 ounces
19 inches long.

UPCOMING EVENTS
♦ IIMC Region III Conference, January 14-16, 2015 , Jacksonville, FL
♦ January NC City and County Clerk’s Academy: January 21-23, 2015
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What do kids tell Santa Claus at Christmas? Here are some of their letters…
I am trying to talk nice, and not say words I shouldn't say. I am very good to my sister, Hannah
‐ Sara, 4, Eielson, Alaska.
What type of fuel do you use for your sleigh or are your reindeers just hyper? Either way, I hope you won't miss our
house.
‐ Matt, 11, Greenfield, Ohio
I was at the mall today and I was waiting forever in line to tell you what I want for Christmas. So I really like that I can e‐
mail you right away without lining up. Well except for after my little brother.
‐ Nichole, 8, Tucson, Arizona
I have tried to be good Santa, but boys will be boys. You must know that cuz you are a boy.
‐ Henry, 8, Manchester, United Kingdom
If my brother’s been bad, do I get all his gifts?
‐ Bradley, 8, Frederick, Maryland
You are very good at keeping quiet on Christmas eve, but I know you`re there.
‐ Edwina, 8, Londonderry, United Kingdom
I know that I may not get the bike because mom & dad said I had to wait until I was 9 to get a new bike.
‐ Brenna, 7, Albany, New York
My Dad did the naughty/nice test and was called a little stinker. Please give him something he didn't
mean to be bad.
‐ Saoirse, 10, Carbury, Ireland
Is Rudolf's nose that way cuz he always has a cold?
‐ Lucy, 27, Southampton, United Kingdom
Dear Santa, I have been I good boy this year but I have had quarrels and even fights with my
brother and I'm going to try and be better about stopping a fight instead of adding to it.
‐ Austin, 10, Middleburg, Virginia
I want everyone in the world to play nicer with each other. Mommy wants everyone to take
better care of the world and Daddy just wants to read his Sunday paper in peace.
‐ Ellis, 7, Swindon, United Kingdom
Does your Mommy make you stop and brush your “toothes” after you have milk and
cookies at each house?
‐ Celine, 4, Wilmington, Delaware
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Paula Deen’s Baked French Toast
Cassarole with Maple Syrup

INGREDIENTS
DIRECTIONS

Slice French bread into 20 slices, 1-inch each. (Use any extra bread for garlic
toast or bread crumbs). Arrange slices in a generously buttered 9 by 13-inch
flat baking dish in 2 rows, overlapping the slices. In a large bowl, combine the
eggs, half-and-half, milk, sugar, vanilla, cinnamon, nutmeg and salt and beat
with a rotary beater or whisk until blended but not too bubbly. Pour mixture
over the bread slices, making sure all are covered evenly with the milk-egg
mixture. Spoon some of the mixture in between the slices. Cover with foil and
refrigerate overnight.
The next day, preheat oven to 350 degrees F.
Spread Praline Topping evenly over the bread and bake for 40 minutes, until
puffed and lightly golden. Serve with maple syrup.
Praline Topping:
Combine all ingredients in a medium bowl and blend well. Makes enough for
Baked French Toast Casserole.

INGREDIENTS
2 lbs (36 oz) salted dry-roasted peanuts
4 oz (4 squares) German’s sweet chocolate
1 12-oz package semisweet chocolate chips (about 2 cups)
2½ lbs white almond bark

1 loaf French bread (13 to 16 ounces)
8 large eggs
2 cups half-and-half
1 cup milk
2 tablespoons granulated sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1/4 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/4 teaspoon ground nutmeg
Dash salt
Praline Topping, recipe follows
Maple syrup

Praline Topping:
1/2 pound (2 sticks) butter
1 cup packed light brown sugar
1 cup chopped pecans
2 tablespoons light corn syrup
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg

Trisha Yearwood’s
Crockpot Candy

DIRECTIONS

Put the peanuts in the bottom of a 4-quart slow-cooker. Layer
the chocolate over the peanuts, beginning with the sweet
chocolate, followed by the chocolate chips, and then the almond bark. Set the temperature on low and cook for 3 hours.
Do not stir the mixture.
After 3 hours, stir the mixture with a wooden spoon until
smooth. Drop the candy into cupcake pan liners, using about 2
tablespoons per liner. Allow the candy to cool completely
before removing the cupcake liners.
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When the rushing of Christmas gets you down
And you've had all the fun you can stand
Don't get discouraged and don't give up
Just let this present give you a hand...
Take a break from the kids and shopping
Let the phone ring...don’t answer the door
Lay back and relax in a hot bubble bath
And you'll soon feel ready for more!!

We
We

WASH
WASH
you a Merry
Christmas!
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Christmas Song Trivia
Silent Night
In 1818, a Christmas Eve church ceremony was due to take place in the small Austrian
village of Oberndorf. A big problem occurred though – the church organ was broken,
and a last minute plan was needed! Josef Mohr approached his friend and composer,
Franz Gruber, who presented a poem he had written 2 years earlier called “Stille Nacht”.
Gruber quickly set the poem with music, and on Christmas Eve, the song made its first
public appearance. Mohr played the guitar, the pair sung the song, and local Church
goers received the church ceremony they had hoped for.
The Twelve Days of Christmas
Most people who sing this classic song associate “five golden rings” with jewelry. This
is incorrect though – golden rings actually refer to ring necked birds. Also, it wasn’t
originally “four calling birds”, it was “four colly birds” which is an old fashioned term for
a blackbird.
All I Want For Christmas Is You – Maria Carey
Here is a more modern fact for you! In 2006, this hit became the first song to receive
RIAA gold certification for more than 500,000 ringtone sales. Yes, you read that correctly. At one point in time, “All I want For Christmas Is You” was officially the most
popular ringtone in the world!
White Christmas
After Berlin wrote “White Christmas” in his head, he said to his secretary, “Grab your
pen and take down this song. I just wrote the best song I’ve ever written — heck, I just
wrote the best song that anybody’s ever written!”.
Santa Baby
Was co-written by Joan Javits, the niece of Jacob Javits, a Republican Senator from New
York and the cousin of our Summer Academy speaker Joy Javits.
I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day
Is based on the poem “Christmas Bells” by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.
Happy Xmas (War is Over)
John Lennon and Yoko Ono may have written the lyrics for but the melody was taken
from an old folk song about a racehorse called “Stewball.”
Do You Hear What I Hear
This was actually a protest song of sorts. Written in 1962, the lyrics encouraged peace
in the midst of the Cuban Missile Crisis.
Silver Bells
Was called “Tinkle Bells” until co-composer Jay Livingston’s wife pointed out to him that
“tinkle” is commonly used as slang for “pee.” It was quickly changed to “Silver.” Another
interesting tidbit: Livingston and his writing partner, Ray Evans, were also responsible
for “Que Sera Sera” and the theme songs to Bonanza and Mr. Ed.
Minute by Minute—December 2014—Page 8

In “The Spirit of Halloween” around the Clerk’s Association

Rebecca Shuler, Highlands
Manteo

Anita Taylor, Lake Lure

Sherri Darnell, Stoneville

Thomasville
Stephanie Shaw, Mebane

Leighanna Worley, Wilson’s Mills
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